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paratively recent date the two ‘pusmesses seem 
to have been carried on jomtly. Tne frat rega- | 
lar pawnbroking establishment was, it te 
elaimed, founded In the town of Freisingen, } 
Bavaria, in the twelfth eontury. It was regarded } 
as a charitable enterprise, not as a money-mak- | 
ing oné, ana@ had the sanction of the Pope. From 
that time ferward, establishments of 9 similar | 
ebaracter seem to have flourisned, until now ; 
they may be found in: nearly every : 
country in the world. : : : 
‘THE PAWNBROKER’S SHOP- 

Who has not paused. before the nr 

pawnbroker’s shop, ‘with ite heteregencous 


tlons im Monmonth-street,” that.a second-hand. 
clothing-store afforded bimamuch ‘food forrefiec-' 
tion. Surely, 2 pawubroker’s shop-window would: 
have given bim-mere. We willtake one wea-) 
known establishment im the Bowery, :and,.pass~ 
ing over the innumerable watches of goldand 
silver, G@nger and ¢ar mngs, chains, brooches, 
crosses, necklaces, epera-glasses.and thrmbies, 
the latter by No meane 80-commoii :as they ssed 
‘to be since. the finvention .of 2owing-machines,, 
we come to a baby’s: :eoral seb in 
\snver. tying beside a boatswahi’swhistie. Near 
to. these are. a family Bible and prayer-book, a 
telescope, a quadrant and .sextant,-@ ) marine 
“gbronometer, which Jooks :as ‘if ‘it might. have 
heen the personal property.of the “Ancient. Mar- 
finer,” so rusty is the faeo and: s0 ‘werm-eaten 
the case; ‘a sword; several tlieatrical - daggers, 
bewie-knives, fowling-piecees, rifles anda. whole 
nest of revolvers. Mimsieal instrutwwents are. not 
wanting; Freuch Borns, ‘vidlins, fates, tambour- 
ines and melodeons :are ‘here : in _profusion,; and 
stowed snugly awayiin.e corner, as if .ashamed | 
of their mtnaton, are :scveral temperance 
medals and one or ‘two ‘military: decorations.. 
Here, too, is an engagement. ring, with’ the 'in- 
itials of the giver,and.the recipient’s entwined— 
the very ring which she vowed never to part 
with 80 long as life lasted, and perhaps she 
her word, though it ‘ie morei likely: that. she.did 
not, or how came the-ting here f. Each and every 
arucle in’ this window has ita history—one of 
‘pinching poverty in ‘many: cases ;: in. others of 
debauchery, recklessness and : improvidence, 
The evil day comes :when the: pocket is empty 
and the credit exhausted. “The .watch and ar- 
ticles of personal.adornment gofirst. .Then, per- 
haps, follow the cloak or overcoat, and other 
spare garments. ‘Soon. eomes the time when all 
hove of redeeming them is lost, when life be: 
eomes @ daily strnggie: with cold and hunger; 
when, as Huco says, “the petticaat must serve 
as bed-covering and the bed-covering as: petti- 
@at,” and then follows the hospital or the alms- 
Ipuse, where personal: identity is ‘lost, and the 
=wmfortunate one sinks into,a nameless grave. 

We must by ne: means bé‘understeod, however, : 
@isupposing that the road to the pawobroker’s © 
igalways the road: to rnin. | With large num- 
der of persons tt :is-so. ‘To others the temporary jj 
ican raiked on #omo’ trifling..articis, the nse of 9 
‘which could be:well spared, has..aften proved | 
tie means of saving them from:starvation or 
aeradation. The nature of the articles pawned 
ety wa that ii 1s met. only*the very poor who re- 
sort to the pawnbroker’s, but alao those com par- 
atively well off-and it: is a somewhat curious 
fad that the pledges of the datter class are those 
whioh are most frequently forfeited. 


CITY: PAWNBROKERS. 
he regularly ‘licensed pawnbrokers in this. 
City are comparatively few in number. The mn- 
Hemsed, or keepers of --‘Mloan: offices,” are 
almpst innumerable, yet so defectiveis the law 
thatthey can carry on their eperations with D-. 
punty. The “lean-offiee” keepers usually, 
ten per cent.:per month on alldoans, and 
me: game time require the.person aepomting 
the pledge to -sigu an. agreement ‘that if the: 
artich is not redeemed within thirty days, it 
shbzil become the property absolutely of the per- 
@0l advancing the money on it. The lawin re- 
lation'to pawnbrokers:requires them totake out 
a heerwe, for which $50 a year is changed ; to 
keep albook of entry, which ehall be at. aii times 
epet & the City authorities; to chagge not 
more tlan twenty-five per! cent. per annum on 
: all sum: not exeeeding-$25, and not more than. 


.'¢ Beever pir cent on all.aums over $25; tocbtain 


y for ote year all goods pledged, then to sell them. 
se deprimheepoyrcupoinammeemmeare 5 hs 
: the dupisal of the.owners ; toconsider 
1, SubbObd ty cided be the whens’ Hind ay’ Guin owrhey” 
as one pledge, and not to divide them into separ- 
, @té parcels. In other wottis, if. a Person hands 
US expel dha. 2. articles, on which he wects: 
© Yaise $00, the broker:snust laan him: that 
amount at seven per cent. per annum, andmot 
| divide the articles up into- 25 parcels, on:which’ 
| B@y coula charge twenty-five per. cent. per, an- 
nun. law also forbids pawnbrokers te pur- 
chase offered to them.as: pledges. : 
~bw.ds, of course, constantly evaded. : Charges 
“the avayof storage are freqauntly added, and.es 
~tiose who patronize pawnbrokers areeither too 
priraposdc ot gs ratio lech aw 
e, aivantage is no sfoakpinea 
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